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Substance of the meeting was taken up first by a briefing by Henry 
Kissinger 48 hours after the Laotian operation by South Vietnamese 
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Henry had covered in many other briefings conducted here in the 
White House. 


The second briefing was an in-depth one by Secretary Richardson 
of HEW on the President's health program, the general outline 
of the program getting into many specifics. It was highly technical 
and covered areas which will be covered in the. President's message. 
It should be noted that Mr. Richardson's probing was especially 
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tough and specific on the part of Congressional leaders like 
John Rhodes, Constable and others. One got the impression that 
portions of the President's health program would be given a 
good going over before there was general approval. Senators 
Griffin and Scott emphasized that the President should have some 
emphasis in their assistance on catastrophic illnesses. 


The President briefly gave twosmonologues to the group, the 
first following the Kissinger briefing. He said what is important 
in this operation is not the material we capture but the eventual 
result. Take Cambodia, for example. Had we not entered those 
sanctuaries, cleaning them out, cutting off the supply line at 
Sihanoukville which accounted for some 85% of enemy supplies, 
our withdrawal area would have been stopped. If Sihanoukville had 
been open now, if the sanctuaries had been deepeded, if the Communists 
had taken over Cambodia, we would not have a situation now where 
American casualties had dropped from over 100 a wehk before Cambodia 
to something like 24 this last week, one of the lowest for any week in 
recent years. 


The President said he had held a meeting with a^number of "bureaucrats 
in the Administration and asked ; them to jgive him reasons fot and 
against the operation. He said he got/^ V^Soxis ; ^ajji^jun^iertaking 
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it, and 2 of them for it, and both of those for it were his own. He 
s aid the operation is being unitertaken to make the American 
situation much more secure in 1972. He said this year we are 
in clover; there is no problem, there is no serious danger of an 
enemy offensive. With looking down the road, we have to ask 
ourselves what it is going to be next year. He said we are going 
to have about 45, 000 combat troops in South Vietnam next year, 
and some 250, 000 support troops; air, navy and logistics. He 
said they would be highly vulnerable if we didn’t do anything to 
disrupt the enemy supply lines and to prevent the enemy from 
preparing an assault upon these forces. 

Speaking of the press, the President si d they’re not enthusiastic 
about this operation, 90% of them are opposed to what the United 
States is doing, it’s partly through their assistance that the enemy 
is aware of our operations. The President said we : ve agreed 
t o give full air support and air lift to the extent that the South 
Vietnamese can’t do it. These actions should have been taken 
5 or 6 years ago; I recommend the both of them (Cambodia and 
the cutting of the Ho Chi Minh trails. ) Back in 1965 when I 
recommended this to Westmoreland, he didn’t think we could 
accomplish it with American troops. Now ARVN troops are 
conducting three operations outside South Vietnam right now; 

ARVN troops are the ones responsible for cutting the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail today if it is successful. They are carrying on all 
the ground fighting in Laos and Carrb odia, 
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He said according to CIA estimates since 1965 more than 630, 000 
North Vietnam troops have come down the Ho Chi Minh Trail. 
These troops have inflicted 45, Q00 American deaths and a 
quarter of a million American casualties. They’ve carried with 
them 400, 000 weapons ©ther than the rifles they have had on their 
backs, and 400, 000, 000 rounds of ammunition. He said what its 
all about is not just getting out of Vietnam, we are going to get 
out in a way to justify the investment that we've made so far. 

He said we cannot allow the enemy to support successfully a 
revolution into South Vietnam; if we allowed that the United States 
objective would have been lost. As I recommended in 1966, 
at least in '66 the Cambodia clearing operation should have been 
undertaken, in '67 at the latest the Ho Chi Minh Trail should 
have been cut. I recommended this in 1965 also. In this operation 
he said” there are going to be some hairy days.” It is our 
estimate right now that the North Vietnamese are going to have 
to atand and fight because tve are cutting their life lines. He saad 
eventually we can look back and say we accomplished this. We 
accomplished America's objective in South Vietnam. He said and 

the impact this is going to have op. r the 
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possibility of freedom in countries like Thailand, Indonesia, he 
said is imeasurable. He said we could have let this country go 
down the drain the first day we came into office, but looking 
into the future, looking down the long view, we can’t accept 
that. He said the greater danger is not an enemy offensive 
this year, but next year, and that’s what we’re moving to prevent. 
When we look to the future I think our operation is justified. 


Moving on to the health insurance area, the President spoke on 
that briefly. He said we can be sure that our Democrat friends 
up on the Hill are going to demagogue the hell out of this issue. 
They are going to be recommending ways to abolish private 
medical practice and have the Federal government taken the 
e ntire thing over, but compulsory heaKtlh insurance leads to 
free medicine which leads to lousy medicine. He said Kennedy’s 
program is going to cost $77 billion and even with our newfangled 
budget I can’t go for that. He said what we’re going to do is 
supplement our private enterprise system and work within the 
private enterprise system. 


After Richardson’s briefing the President closed out the session. 
He said this is a curtain raiser on the message that is going to 
come the 17th. We have an honest problem of information and 
the problem of selling this program. I realize you fellows 
are going to need a huge amount of back-upnpaterial , and we are 
going to provide that. If you look at the statistics, it takes o$-er . 
40% of the Medicaid funds go to Calif cr nia and New York; we have 
to do better than that. These programs were adopted with the 
best intention were adopted also without experience and without 
adequate work preparation, the kind that has gone into our 
program. We are considering both the effect on the doctors 
and the effect on the patients. We don’t intend to make a bunch 
of hypochondriacs out of people. The President was particularly 
emphatic on the area of divising a program which would encourage 
people to take advantage of the benefits when they might not 
necessarily be sick; this isn’t good for the patient, and not good 
for the medical system. 
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It was here that Scott and Griffin emphasized the catastrophic 
illness program; said we ought to have some emphasis on it even 
if we don’t have a program to the degree that they want. 
Richardson indicated that our mandated coverage up to $25, 000 
per family would help a great deal with this. The President 
mentioned also the President Borguiba. When he was ill he 
didn’t ask to go to Great Britain, he didn’t ask to go to the Soviet 
Union, he didn’t ask to go to F rap r - jazjg- ^ h ere 
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in the United States at Walter Reed and the reason is that it is 
known across the world that the American medical world is the 
best and we have to preserve it. 

That was it for the day. 
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